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Id th exclaims: 

Please cancel claims 1, 5 and 6, amend claims 2-4, 8-9, 11, 13-17, 21, 24 and 27, and add 
new claims 28-38. 

1 Please cancel claim 1. 

u / 

2. (Currently Amended) The electrochemical (est strip according to Claim.2*T-l- t wherein said 
test strip comprises from 2 to 25 reaction zones. 

/ 

3. (Currently Amended) The electrochemical test strip according to Claim wherein each 
of said reaction zones houses the same reagent composition. 

/ 

4. (Currently Amended) The electrochemical tc:>t strip according to Claim Z^h wherein at 
least two of said reaction zones house different reaj.ent compositions. 

Please cancel claim 5. 

Please cancel claim 6. 



Previously Cancelled 

& (Currently Amended) The electrochemical tcjt strip according to Clnim-2T-h wherein said 
redox reagent system comprises at least one enzyme and a mediator. 

ft & 

„J%1 (Original) The electrochemical test slrip according to Claim's, wherein said at least one 
enzyme includes an oxidizing enzyme. 

(Original) The electrochemical test strip recording to Clainv#f wherein said oxidizing 



I/FS-110 

Received from < 650 327 3231 > at 1117/03 2:43:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



N0V-G7-03 FRl 12:51 Pil B0W5EVIC FAX NO. 65«7 3231 P. 04 



(ft/ 



AllyUkl. No.: Lll-IMHS 
USSN: 09/K44.929 



enzyme in a glucose oxidizing enzyme. 



< 1 

jrf. • (Currently Amended) The electrochemical tost slrip according to CI min£ff 4, wherein at 

least one of said electrodes comprises a material selected from the group consisting of: gold, 
palladium, silver, iridium, carbon, platinum, niciirojnc, doped indium tin oxide and stainless steel. 

<L. (Original) The electrochemical test strip according to ClainvrT, wherein said electrode 
comprises gold or palladium. 

(Currently Amended) The electrochemical Ur.l strip according to Claim.2KM-, wherein each 
of suid reaction zones has a volume ranging from about 0.1 to 10 nl. 

CL J 

st*f, (Currently Amended) The electrochemical te>:t strip according to Cluim*2f* i t wherein said 

reference electrode is a gold electrode. 

^ L 

•+9r (Currently Amended) The electrochemical test strip according to Claim=2# -1-, wherein said 
working electrode is a palladium electrode. 

(Currently Amended) The electrochemical test strip according to Claim 2fT4-> wherein said 
strip is present in a meter. 

*¥T. (Currently Amended) A method of determining the concentration of an ai uly to in a 
physiological sample, said method comprising; 

(a) applying said physiological sample 1o an electrochemical test slrip comprising a 
plurality of reaction zones defined by opposing working and reference electrodes separated by a 
spacer layer and a reagent composition present in u;ich ol'said reaction /ones, wherein etieb of said 
reactions zones are provided by a bore through snid spacer layer and furt her wherein each of suid 
reaction xoncs has^ to provide for fluid communication hcLwecn said. 
reaction ^ones and t he external environment of said ( est strip ; 

(b) detecting an electrical signal in said reaction zone using said opposing electrodes; 

and 
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(b) relating said detecled electrical sip.iuil to the amount of said annlyle in said sample. 
(Original) The method according to Claim -i^l wherein said analytc is glucose. 

v1 tfe 

(Original) The method according to Claim*™, wherein said redox reagent system 
comprises a glucose oxidizing enzyme. 

V2S77 (Original) The method according to CJaim<tv, wherein said method comprises employing a 



meter. 



ft 



(Currently Amended) A kit for use in dc-tcrmming the concentration of an analytc in a 
physiological sample, said kit comprising: 

(a) an electrochemical test strip comprising a plurality of reaction aoncs duluieil by 
opposing working and reference electrodes separated by a spacer layer and a reagent composition 
present in each of said reaction zones, wherein each of said reactions /ones are provided by a bore 
through said spacer layer and further wherein ouch of sai d reaction / ones has i ts own fluid ingress 
fihaJUigLteJI pvidq for fl uid CQmmunication.boUvccn said reaction zones and the colonial 
en viron ment of said test stri p; and 

(b) at least one of: 

(i) a means for obtaining said physiological sample; and 

(ii) an analyte standard. 



2© $ 

(Previously Amended) The kit according to (Maim 2T, whereir 



, wherein said means for obtaining 
said physiological sample is a lance. 

2& (Previously Amended) The kit according to Claim*Sn, wherein said kit further comprises a 
meter* 

2& (Currently Amended) A system for use m determining the concentration of an analyte in a 
physiological sample, said system comprising: 



Received from < 650 327 3231 > at 11/7/03 2:43:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



n 



ftviC FAX NO. 65^ I 



N0V-O7-03 FRI 12:52 PH BfflTCEVIC FAX NO. 650^27 3231- P. 06 



Atty Oku No,: UWvOlS 
WSSN: 09/844,929 

(a) an electrochemical test strip comprising a plurality of reaction zones defined by 
opposing working and reference electrodes scpoi atcri by a spacer layer and a reagent composition 
present in each of said reaction zones, wherein each of said reactions /ones are provided by u bore 
through said spacer layer and farther wherein cu ch of said reaction zone s has its own fluid ingress 
channel to p rovide for fluid co mmunication hctvycen said reac tion / .o nes and the e x ternnl 
environment of said test strip : and 

(b) a meter. 

-25. (Previously Amended) The system according lo Claim 247 wherein said system further 



(1 



comprises a means for obtaining said physiological Simple. 

J2& , (Previously Amended) The system according to CIaim54TwIiercin said system Anther 
comprises an analytc standard. 

2?T. (Previously Reinstated) The clcclroclu;ntic«d lost strip according to claim 4-, whcicin at 
least one of said reagent compositions is a redox recent system. 

Iztf. (Newly Added) An electrochemical test strip comprising: 

(a) a plurality of reaction zones dclinod by opposing working and reference electrodes 
separated by a spacer layer, wherein each of said reactions zones is defined by a bore through said 
spacer layer and further wherein each of said reaction zones has its own lluid ingress channel to 
provide for fluid communication between said n/aclion zones and the external environment of said 
test strip; and 

(b) a reagent composition present in each of said reaction zones . 
(Newly Added) An electrochemical test strip comprising; 

(a) a plurality of reaction zones defined by opposing working and rcfeivuce electrodes 
separated by a spacer layer, wherein each of said reactions zones is defined by a bore through said 
spacer layer and further wherein at least two of said reaction zones have fluid ingress channels that 
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merge lo produce a single ingress channel to provuk: for fluid communication between said 
reaction zones and the external environment of said lest strip; and 

(b) a reagent composition present in < ach of said reaction zones . 

3& (Newly Added) The electrochemical test strip according to Claim^97 wherein said lest 
strip comprises from 2 to 25 reaction zones. 

(Newly Added) The electrochemical test strip according to Claim wherein e;ieb ot said 
reaction zones houses the same reagent composition. 

-32*. (Newly Added) The electrochemical test strip according to Claimed? wherein at least two 
of said reaction zones house different reagent compositions. 

^ ^*S7 (Newly Added) The electrochemical tesl sLiip according to elaimSl* wherein at least one 
of said reagent compositions is a redox reagent system. 

-3*C (Newly Added) The electrochemical tost strip according to Clainv*J3; wherein said at least 
one enzyme includes an oxidizing enzyme. 

<%5. (Newly Adjlcd) The electrochemical tost strip according to Claiin-3*^ wherein said 
iS 

oxidizing enzyme jrf a glucose oxidizing enzyme. 



c 



(Newly Added) A method of detemiininii the concentration of an analyte in a physiological 
sample, said method comprising: 

(a) applying said physiological sample lo an electrochemical Lest strip comprising a 
plurality of reaction zones defined by opposing winking and reference electrodes separated by a 
spacer layer and a reagent composition present in ca^h of said reaction zones, wherein each of said 
reactions zones arc provided by a bore through &aid spacer layer and further wherein at least two of 
said reaction zones have fluid ingress channels lhaf merge to produce a single ingress channel to 
provide for fluid communication between said reaction zones and the external environment of said 
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test strip; 



(b) detecting an electrical signal in said reaction /one using said opposing electrodes; 



(c) relating said detected electrical sitjv.il to the amount of said analyte in said sample. 



(Newly Added) A kit for use in determining the concentration of an analyte in a 
physiological sample, said kit comprising: 

(a) an clcclrochcmicat test strip comprising a plurality of reaction zones defined by 
opposing working and reference electrodes separated by a spacer layer and a reagent composition 
present in each of said reaction zones, wherein each of said reactions zones are provided by a bore 
through said spacer layer and further wherein at least two of said reaction /ones have fluid ingress 
channels that merge to produce a single ingress channel to provide for fluid communication 



(Newly Added) A system for use in determining the concentration of an analylc in a 
physiological sample, said system comprising: 

(a) an electrochemical test strip comprising a plurality of reaction /ones defined by 
opposing working and reference electrodes scpmnlcd by n spacer layer and a reagent composition 
present in each of said reaction zones, wherein each of said reactions /ones are provided by fi bore 
through said spacer layer and further wherein at Jca«t two of said reaction zones have fluid ingress 
channels that merge to produce a single ingrcos channel to provide for fluid communication 
between said reaction /ones and the external environment of said test strip; and 

(b) a meter. 
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and 




between said reaction zones and the external environment of said test strip; and 
(b) at least one of: 

(i) a means for obtaining said physiological sample; and 

(ii) an analyte standard. 
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